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September 23, 2004 
              
           
The Honorable Board of Supervisors      
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS GRANT PERIOD ADJUSTMENT 

APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT FOR THE SUBJECT GRANT 
 (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) 

(4 VOTES) 
 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 

1. Approve the acceptance of a U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Justice 
Programs Grant Adjustment that extends the grant period of a $145,864 grant 
(Attachment I), previously approved by the Board on September 16, 2003, for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2003-2004, into FYs 2004-2005 and 2005-2006.  The grant will 
be used to develop a pilot Mental Health Court Transition Project. 

 
2. Approve the Request for Appropriation Adjustment for FY 2004-2005 in the 

amount of $122,000 (Attachment II), to increase Salaries and Employee Benefits, 
$95,000, and Services and Supplies, $27,000, to reflect the grant funding in the 
FY 2004-2005 DMH budget.  There is no impact on net County cost.   

 
3. Approve authority to hire, using existing ordinance authority for one (1) full-time 

equivalent (1.0 FTE) Psychiatric Social Worker II and one (1) full-time equivalent 
(1.0 FTE) Intermediate Typist Clerk, pursuant to Section 6.06.020 of the County 
Code, as recommended by the Department of Human Resources.  The two 
ordinance positions will be fully funded by the subject grant. 

 
4. Permit the approvals provided for in this letter to extend until grant funds are 

expended and, if so approved by the DOJ, into future fiscal year(s) in the event 
that implementation of the grant crosses into future years. 
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5. Delegate authority to the Director of Mental Health or his designee to take 
reasonable and necessary actions to effectuate the purposes of the grant, within 
the limits of the funding provided. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
These actions will permit the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to utilize the FY 2003-
2004 grant award to implement the pilot Mental Health Court Transition Project during 
FYs 2004-2005 and 2005-2006.  This project supports a partnership between DMH and 
the Mental Health Branch of the Los Angeles Superior Court.  It will permit a dedicated 
DMH Case Manager to work in cooperation with the County Criminal Courts, Public 
Defender, District Attorney, and Sheriff’s Department to (1) expedite stabilization of in-
custody mentally ill defendants, (2) improve both judicial and mental health case 
management and continuity of care, (3) reduce recidivism and re-arrest by improving 
community care linkage, and (4) reduce lengths of incarceration and hospitalization. 
 
Grant funding for the program was initially awarded by the U.S. DOJ Office of Justice 
Programs during FY 2003-2004. Your Board authorized its acceptance on September 
16, 2003.  However, a focus on potential DMH budget problems and issues related to 
hiring, both in the DMH and in the County, delayed initiation of the project.  An 18-month 
extension of the grant from DOJ has been obtained so that DMH can use the original 
grant funding to fund the program during FYs 2004-2005 and 2005-2006.   
 
In addition, should implementation of the grant cross into future fiscal year(s), if so 
approved by the DOJ, DMH is requesting that the approvals provided for in this letter be 
deemed to extend into such future fiscal year(s), until the funds are expended.  DMH 
also requests that the Director or his designee be delegated the authority to take 
reasonable and necessary actions to effectuate the purposes of this grant, within the 
limits of the funding provided. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals   
 
The recommended Board actions are consistent with the County’s Goal No.1, “Service 
Excellence,” and Goal No.3, “Organizational Effectiveness,” promulgated in the County 
Strategic Plan.  The approved actions will enhance the provision of integrated services and 
promote collaboration between government and private agencies. 
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